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BIRTHDAYS /ANNIVERSARIES DECEMBER 

1st  Sotoris Papasolomontos 

      Verity Rogers 

3rd  Mike & Liz Bell W.A. 

5th  Jerry Naish 

10th Louise Hayzen (Pugh) 

       Tom Clark 

 Penny Leiper (Griffin) 

15th Emma Palmer (Smith) 

19th Jade  Beardshaw 

20th Angel Middleton 

       Vincent Stowell 

21st John Griffin 

23rd Richard & Avril Gaunt W.A. 

24th John Streat 

25th HAPPY CHRISTMAS EVERYONE 

28th Ethan Mackay 

       Hector Humberstone 

31st HAPPY NEW YEAR EVERYONE  

St John the Evangelist, Kenn 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

December  - ALTAR GUILD 

 

Week 1 - Jean Fenwick, Jenny Pascoe 

Week 2 - Caroline Holden, Hazel Limage 

Week 3 - Iris  Callow, Heather Jenkins 

Week 4 - Jo Cheek, Marianna Mackay 

Week 5 - Caroline Holden, Hazel Limage 

 
Altar Guild Flowers 

 

The Carol Service in the Church is  

on 21st December.   Can all flower 

arrangers please have their        

arrangements in place by then. 

Marianna 

January 

         Mary Willcox - Jane Staples  

 

 Our flag has been flown recently: 

 

28th October in celebration of the birth  

of  Maisie Taylor - daughter for Heather 

and Tim and first grand-daughter for Gill 

Taylor.   

Gill’s two grandsons are now grown up.   

Maisie was born on Monday 27th October. 

 

Sunday 9th November to mark 

Remembrance Day. 

 

November 
Church Room 
Coffee Morning 
 
Celia would like to thank everyone for their 
support.-  
 
Funds raised, over £100.00, will  buy two  
Mobile Doctor Packages for Gaza from 
the Present Aid catalogue. 
 
Further donations received later will also be 
contributed to this excellent cause. 
 

No Coffee Morning in  December 

Church Floodlighting 
 
Our church tower was flood-lit for our 
Service of Evensong on 16th November 
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FAMILY CHRISTINGLE SERVICE     
   
The day before Kenn's Christingle Service, Jeanie, Ruby, Drew and Polly, joined 
Clare and me to make this year's Christingles. Due to a generous donation, I had 
been able to buy the very best dried fruit and the most scrumptious sweets.       Car-
oline came by and joined us. We made a good team, a veritable 'Monstrous Regi-
ment of Women' and we soon had the Christingles made, allowing us time for 
drinks and snacks. 
 
On the Sunday morning the New Room was filled with the smell of oranges and the Christingles 
looked really jolly. During the service we gave thanks for the work of the Children's Society, who 
have taken on the Christingle as their main fundraiser. Hector was challenged to remember all that 
he learned last year about Christingle making, he got ten out of ten, 'Well remembered Hector'. 
Then we thought about what a lovely thing a Christingle is. On a dull morning it looked so jolly, it felt 
so tactile with its dimply skin, the crunchy tin foil and the sharp pointy sticks, it smelt Heavenly, and 
we knew the tastes would be lovely. But try as we might, we couldn't hear it , it had no voice, like so 
many vulnerable children that the Children's Society would like to help. We have to be a voice for 
the Christingle, and those children.     We can do this by our own actions and by supporting the 
Children's Society. There will be Children's Society envelopes in church 'til the end of December,  
it's never too late to donate! We sang the Christingle hymn and some other seasonal songs, 
'Thanks Jo'.  After the service the coffee and biscuits were enjoyed, along with the Christingle 
sweets and fruit. Lots of chat. 
Julia Bush 

 

The Kenn Nativity 24th December at 3.00pm.   

 

As is the tradition, The Kenn Nativity will be on Christmas Eve at 3.00pm.  

 

Kenn children either resident, visitors or grandchildren gather at St John’s to  enact the 

Christmas story.    It is a magical time during a winter twilight.  Cold and chilly outside 

the church.      A story of warmth and love portrayed inside.  

 

There will be a short rehearsal on Tuesday 23rd December.    We will run through the 

performance and sort out costumes. Alternatively just turn up on Christmas Eve.  We are 

very informal in Kenn.   The emphasis is on being together on Christmas Eve rather than a 

pristine performance.   

   

The Christmas story will be told through puppets and Carols. Older children and adults 

will do the readings.   The younger children will, hold nativity figures, parade, carry stars, 

play instruments and be generally gorgeous. 

    

We hope that Hector, Warren’s curate, will be able to take time off from his busy 

Christmas schedule to join us in Kenn.      Caroline.  (Tel 343133)      
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St Johns Church Choir Keynsham is fund raising for their tour next year to Holland.   

 

They came to sing in Kenn Church on 30th  

October during their tour of  churches across  

the diocese of  Bath and Wells.   

They are making a donation of  10% to the  

Diocesan Fund for Church Growth . 

 

If  anyone wishes to know more please  

contact  

rogerpeach@keynshamparish.org.uk or  

donate to   

hhtps:my donate.bt.com/

events/500churches/188750 

The Kenn Crib 

 

Every year the Kenn Crib makes its way from house to house where 

children live. (plus some grown up children who want to be part of 

the festivities!). This Kenn tradition is timed so the crib arrives at 

St John’s on Christmas Eve for The Nativity.  

 

The Crib Angels have put together a list of all the houses in the 

village with pre school or school children. Mary and Joseph will set 

out in early December. They will make their way up the Clevedon 

side of Kenn Street, around Duck Lane and back down the other 

side of Kenn Street. Please put the crib in your window and light 

the lantern on the evening that Mary and Joseph visit your home.   

 

In the Crib box will be a list of the host houses for each evening 

of the journey.         

So you will know where to take the crib the following day.  

 

          The Crib Angels     

mailto:rogerpeach@keynshamparish.org.uk
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Margaret’s Mutterings 

 

Christmas Lunch at The Drum  - John and Grace ask that you ring them on 872948 with numbers for 

the Special Christmas Lunch  -  see page 11. 

 

Children’s Party 19.12.14—see page 10 —Sizzle will put out flyers—if you don’t get one then please 

phone or text her to let  her know that your child, or grandchild would like to come. We  ask that a 

wrapped/named present is brought  for each child as Santa would hate to miss anyone. 

 

Pam Stuckey  - Sadly,  Pam is  in hospital at Weston-super -Mare having suffered  a stroke, fortunately 

she still receives regular visits from friends in the village.  We send her our best wishes. 

 

We send Hazel our deepest sympathy on the loss of her brother, but also thanks for putting Kenn News 

& Views on the internet..      

 

Deborah Graham emailed from Australia trying to make contact with Tina Middleton — I was able to 

pass her  message on via Barbara Middleton.  Brilliant!  
 
 

Kenn News & Views   - Copy for January  as soon as possible please  —  as for February —John and I 

are away for quite a lot of January so February issue may be a bit short  

 

 

  HAPPY  CHRISTMAS  TO  ALL  OF  YOU  FROM  JOHN  AND  ME 

Thank You 

 
I would like to thank all village friends who sent gifts, cards and kept in touch with my progress during my recent 
illness with lymphoma – especially Heather, Marianna and Jan.  
It certainly made my recommended anti-social lifestyle easier to bear, knowing I had so many well-wishers and it 
gave Ben welcome support! 
 
The good news is that the chemo was successful and I am now on 3 monthly checkups. So life is getting back to a 
more normal style and I can participate more actively in village life again as my energy levels improve. Thanks to 
everyone again for their support and good luck to those in the village undergoing treatment for similar illnesses.” 
 
See you next week with my plate of sandwiches, 
 
Many thanks, 
 
Jean (Woods) 
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Useful Numbers: 

 
Village Hall  Booking Secretary:  
  Sarah Clark 01934 833307 
 
St John the Evangelist Priest in charge:    
Rev. Warren Williams 01934 833608 
   
Churchwardens:    
  Julia Bush 873554   
  John Ball 874077 
 
Village Flag Flying:  
  Marianna or Robin 340323 or 
  Hazel 349535 
 
 

 

Altar Guild Secretary:  
  Marianna Mackay 340323 
 
Church Floodlighting:  
  David Pugh 874278 
 

    North Somerset Council:   
  01934 888 888 
   out of hours: 
  01934 622 669 
 

    News & Views:  
 Margaret Ball 01275 874077 
Email: Margaret.john@btinternet.com 
Chaseside, Kenn Street, Kenn 

Antique & Quality Furnishings. 

Collectables  

& Jewellery 

Thursday 4th December  

  

Viewing at Saleroom 

 Wednesday  3rd  December   10am - 

7:30pm 

Quarterly Specialist Sale  

Thursday 12th March 10.30am  

  

Viewing at Saleroom 

Tuesday 10th March 2pm - 5:30pm 

Wednesday 11th March 10am - 7:30pm 

Morning of sale from 9am 

 

  
 

 
 
 

Will be held in Kenn Village Hall  
on Saturday 13th December  

10:00am till midday.  

Recycling - 2nd/9th/16th/23rd/31st 
 
Dustbin - 2nd/16th December 
  
Green Waste -  9th December 

Kenn Women’s 
Institute 
  

Kenn Village Hall, 7:30pm 
 
Wednesday 10th 
December - all welcome 

North Somerset Times 
 
Don‟t forget that copies of 
this local newspaper are 
freely available in the bar at 

the Drum and Monkey from Wednesday 
afternoons 
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The market gave a very warm welcome to 
those who fought against the showers to 
enjoy the wonderful selection of local  
produce.  
 
For people who have not ventured into the 
market yet you will be delighted by the  
variety of goods which include; bread, 
cakes, decorations, Fairtrade goods,  

flowers, gifts, greeting cards, hand creams, jams, jewellery, knitted garments, plants, pork, 
quail eggs, sausages, wood turned items and of course a hot drink with a selection of freshly 
baked cakes. 
 
Our thanks to Marianna and Andre for providing the refreshments, £50 was raised for Above 
and Beyond the charity for Bristol‟s hospitals.  
 
Remember if you are looking for an easy way to raise money for a favourite charity and would 
like to run the refreshments, we would love to hear from you. 
 
The next market is Saturday 13

th
 December from 10am to 12pm.  As this will be our 

Christmas Market there will be a tombola raising funds for the Children‟s Hospice South 
West, if you have any unwanted gifts or would  like to donate a gift please contact us. 
 
Maggie Hobbs  876277  or   Lyn Burnett  870189 
 

Moor News Subs  
 

If you enjoy the extremely good 
value of Moor News month by 
month, and have not yet paid your 
subs for 2014, please hand them 
into your magazine distributor.  
 
Readers in Kenn can also hand 
subs, in a marked envelope, to the 
Churchwardens, or to Margaret 
Ball, or place them in the mailbox 
at Quercus in Kenn Street. 
 
Thank You, 
    Julia Bush 

 
Caring at Christmas 

 

Thank you to all of  you who have  
already contributed items for the  

homeless hostel  
"Caring at Christmas"  

 
The closing date for contributions of  

clothes, toiletries, blankets etc, as  
described in last month’s News and 

Views, will be  
 

FRIDAY 12th DECEMBER. 
 

Many thanks. 
Robin and Marianna  
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KENN DECEMBER DIARY 

 
Monday 1st 7.30pm at K.V.H. PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 

7.00pm W.I. Carol Service at St. John’s, Kenn 

 

Wednesday 3rd  - 3.00 - 5.00pm at K.V.H. CHRISTMAS TEA PARTY 

 

Tuesday 9th 12.30 for 1.00pm VILLAGE  CHRISTMAS LUNCH 

Drum and Monkey  

 

Wednesday 10th 7.30pm at K.V.H.— KENN WOMEN’S INSTITUTE PARTY 

 

Friday 12th 7.00pm Kenn Village Green  

CHRISTMAS TREE LIGHTS & CAROLS 

 

Followed by 

 

KENN DISCO at Kenn Village Hall 7.30 till late 

 

 

Friday 12th December Caring at Christmas Gifts will be delivered.  

So get your gifts to Robin and Marianna beforehand.  

 

Saturday 13th 10.00-12 noon at K.V.H. 

VILLAGE CHRISTMAS MARKET & COFFEE MORNING with TOMBOLA 

 

 

Friday 19th  4.30-6.00pm K.V.H. CHILDREN’S CHRISTMAS PARTY 

With Santa Claus 

 

Sunday 21st—Jazz at the Drum and Monkey 6.00pm-8.30p, 

 

Wednesday  24th - 3.00pm St. John’s, Kenn - CRIB/NATIVITY SERVICE 

 

31st December 9.00pm Drum and Monkey  

New Year’s Eve Party with live entertainment 

Meet to welcome 2015 
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Sing  Carols 

Round the Tree 
 

 then join in the 
fun at  

 

KENN DISCO 
 

TICKETS AT £5 

 
now available 

 
From Avril  

400155 
 

or  Jill Butland 
873604 

 
 

Children’s Christmas Party 
 

Friday 19th December -  4.30-6.00p.m.                                                                   

at 

KENN VILLAGE HALL 

 

Join us for Fun, Games, Making and Father Christmas 

 

Hot Dogs and Pizza and Ice cream for tea. 

 

If you would like to contribute..... please bring something to 

share if you like. 

So we can  get a rough idea of numbers, please text or ring  

Sizzle on 0797 473 1839 
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Start of Christmas. 

 
We will be switching on Kenn's  

Christmas Lights on the  
Village Christmas Tree, sited on the "Village 
Green" next to the flagpole, on Friday 12th 

DECEMBER   
at 7pm precisely.  

 
As usual we will sing popular Carols whilst 

we consume Hot Punch and Mince Pies.  
 

Please join us for this now traditional start 
to the Christmas Celebrations. 

See you there. 
 
 

Marianna and Robin 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Special Village  

Christmas Lunch 
Drum and Monkey 

Tuesday 9th December  

12.30 for 1.00pm 

Roast Turkey £7.95  

with pudding 

£9.45 

 
Mike and Kelly send Christmas  

Greetings and thank everyone for 

their support  

. 

Sunday 21st December the  

Roger Wells Hot Shots Jazz Band 
will be playing from  

6.00pm to 8.30pm no charge  

 

New Year’s Eve Party 

 Buffet - with singer/entertainer 

GREG WINTERS 
No charge 

EVERYONE WELCOME 

please book to help Mike cater 

  

 

The 29th Annual Christmas Tea Party 

will be held from 3.00pm-5.00pm 

Wednesday 3rd December  2014 

at Kenn Village Hall 

Invitations have been distributed - if you 

have not received one - then we really did not 

think you were ‘old’ enough  but now  we 

 

Invite You  to come along and lend a hand 
After 29 years the Committee is getting ra-

ther ‘long in the tooth’  and  younger  

helpers will be warmly welcomed 

 

Contacts: Jean Fenwick 875073 

Margaret Ball 874077 
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SERVICES FOR DECEMBER 2014 and JANUARY 5th 2015 

 
1st Sunday   7th December THE SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT PURPLE 
 
8.30am  Holy Communion at Kenn*  
9.30am  Parish Communion at Yatton   
9.30am  NO Holy Communion at Cleeve  
11.00am Holy Communion at Claverham  
11.00am  Christingle Family Service at Kingston Seymour  
4.00pm Christingle Service at Cleeve  
6.00pm  Evensong at Yatton  
 
2nd Sunday  14th December THE THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT PURPLE 
 
8.00am  Holy Communion at Yatton*  
9.30am  Parish Communion at Yatton   
9.30am  Holy Communion at Claverham*  
11.00am Holy Communion at Kenn  
11.00am Holy Communion at Cleeve  
3.00pm  Christingle Service at Yatton  
6.00pm  Evensong at Kingston Seymour*  
 
3rd Sunday  21st December  THE FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT PURPLE 
 
8.00am Holy Communion at Claverham*  
9.30am  Parish Communion at Yatton  
9.30am  Holy Communion at Cleeve  
11.00am Holy Communion at Kingston Seymour  
6.00pm  Carol Service at Kenn  
6.00pm  Carol Service at Yatton  
7.00pm  Carol Service at Cleeve  
 
4th Sunday  28th December THE FIRST SUNDAY OF CHRISTMAS WHITE 
   
10.00am TEAM Holy Communion at Yatton  
6.30pm Ecumenical Evening Service at Yatton Methodist Church  
 
1st Sunday 4th January 2015 –  THE EPIPHANY (Transferred from 6th Jan.) WHITE 

 THE SECOND SUNDAY OF CHRISTMAS WHITE 
 
8.30am  Holy Communion at Kenn*  
9.30am  Parish Communion at Yatton  
9.30am  Holy Communion at Cleeve  
11.00am Morning Prayer at Claverham   
11.00am  Family Service at Kingston Seymour   
6.00pm Evensong at Yatton 
 
 

 
*Book of Common Prayer (1662) 
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MID-WEEK  and CHRISTMAS SERVICES  
 
Monday 1

st
 December 

 
10am – 3.30pm  Advent Quiet Day at Yatton 
  

7.00pm   W.I. Carol Service at Kenn  

 
Friday 12th December 
 
2pm Yatton Junior School Year 6 Carol Service at Yatton 
 
Saturday 13th December 
 
5pm Carols in Yatton Precinct  
 
Third Wednesday - 17th December 
 
11am Holy Communion at Kenn  
 
Friday 19th December 
 
7.30pm Carol Service at Kingston Seymour  
 
Wednesday 24th December – CHRISTMAS EVE  PURPLE / WHITE 
 
3.00pm  Crib Service at Kenn 
  
4:00pm  Crib Service at Yatton  
4.00pm  Crib Service at Cleeve  
5.00pm  Crib Service at Kingston Seymour  
10.00pm  Christmas Eve Eucharist at Claverham 
  
10.00pm Christmas Eve Communion at Kenn 
  
11.30pm  Midnight Communion at Yatton   
11.30pm  Midnight Communion at Kingston Seymour  
11.30pm  Midnight Mass at Cleeve  
 
 
 
Fourth Thursday 25th CHRISTMAS DAY WHITE 
 
10.00am  Christmas Communion for all ages at Yatton   
10.00am  Family Service with Holy Communion at Cleeve (bring a present)  
10.00am  Christmas Family Communion at Kenn  
10.00am  Christmas Family Communion at Kingston Seymour  
 
 

Book of Common Prayer (1662) 
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BIRD NEWS 

 

John Pockett phoned me mid month to say that whilst returning from       
Kingston Seymour, a pair of  Cranes flew over and landed in the field next to 
the junction with the Yatton to Clevedon road.  
 
There is a large reintroduced population in Somerset now and whilst most stay 
in a single large flock, a few are quite adventurous birds checking out potential 
new territories.  
 
The next day Jackie Huxtable contacted me to report an albino Blackbird in 
Cooks Lane and a Song Thrush singing nearby. I heard a Song Thrush five 
days later along the Strawberry Line. I always welcome reports to include in 
KN&V. 
 
November, has seen the return of  a Great Spotted Woodpecker to our garden 
feeders and by mid month a male Blackcap was back. Also a Chiffchaff  paid a 
visit and on a couple of  days two Goldcrests, the first here for several years. 
This species has arrived in large numbers from mainland Europe this winter. 
Also in good numbers are Stonechats, noted at Kenn Moor,  the Strawberry 
Line, Wemberham and the Sea Wall. 
 
The prize find at the Sea Wall however was a flock(?) of  four Short Eared 
Owls more migrants from Scandinavia. This trumped my sighting of  a single 
bird along Wemberham Lane a few days earlier.    Will they stay or move on 
further south?     Lots of  Meadow Pipits were present at the sea wall with 100 
Lapwings and a Peregrine. 
 
Winter Thrushes were slow to arrive but I saw 100 Fieldfares at Wemberham 
and today (22nd) 180 Redwings along the Strawberry Line.    I have received 
reports of  this species being heard calling at night over Yatton - has anyone 
heard their weak cheeps over Kenn?  
 
Also at the Strawberry Line a Water Rail was calling persistently. A couple of  
passers by thought it was a creature being eaten and were pleased to realise 
there was no need for concern. 
 

Trevor Riddle (01934 835208) 
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About The Big Lunch 

 
The Big Lunch is a very simple idea from the 

Eden Project.  

The aim is to get as many people as         

possible across the whole of the UK to have 

lunch with their neighbours annually on the 

first  Sunday  in  June in  a simple act of 

community, friendship and fun.  

 

Since starting in 2009, thousands of Big 

Lunches have taken place in all types of 

communities. In 2014, 4.83 million people 

took to their streets, gardens and community 

spaces for the sixth annual Big Lunch. 

 

We hope you will all agree that it is time 
Kenn joined this movement.  
 
As a village we have a proud history of  
organising community events which have all 
proved to be successful.  
 
So it is proposed we hold  
 

KENN’S BIG LUNCH on SUNDAY 7
th

 JUNE 2015 at our own much loved Village Hall.  

 
In order to make this as much as possible a COMMUNITY event we propose that we have a  
meeting on 15

th
 January 2015 to work out the best format.  

 
The venue will depend on how many people want to be involved and will be announced later.  
 
To help the creative process we will be serving wine and nibbles.  
 
Please get your thinking caps on and come to the meeting full of ideas on food, drink,                  
entertainment, games, competitions etc. 
 
This is a great opportunity to eat, drink and socialise with your friends, family and neighbours.  
People coming together to enjoy themselves, what could be better! 
 
Please contact us if you would like to be involved: 
 
Robin and Marianna.  
 
Email: mackayagents@aol.com. Tel:07860497203, 0786 023 5495, 01275 340323 
 

mailto:mackayagents@aol.com
Tel:07860497203
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Down on the Farm 
 
The wheat crop this year has been the biggest ever, it‟s gone up by 16% this year, the biggest uplift 
in 38 years.  Unfortunately the price has gone down by 35%! 
 
The sheep trade is continuing to be a bit low, as with the weather being so good in the spring there 
are now 3% more sheep, this coupled with a strong pound have pushed the price down. 
 
After a good year for weather everything has finally turned. The Moors have been flooded almost 
over night and huge flocks of birds have come in from everywhere. I have never seen so many 
Gulls, Rooks, Crows, Jackdaws and Starlings. 
 
Has anyone else experienced any peculiar events? A strange thing happened to me the other day. 
We had cleared the dung out of our shed and the next day I looked in to see a pair of Robins 
perched on the tractor, chirping at each other like they where having an argument. On seeing me 
one of the birds promptly flew over, landed on my foot, chirped at me determinedly and pecked me 
on the foot twice,  
before promptly returning to chirp at its mate again! 
 
This reminds me of another time I was out checking on the stock when a  
Starling appeared from nowhere and landed between my feet, I was only puzzled for an instant as I 
looked up to see a Sparrow Hawk struggle to slow down to avoid me and swoop past. 
 
Adrian Whitelaw of Nailsea Wall Farm beat some of the top horse riders in the country at the Big 
Show at the Hand Stadium. He won first place on Hazel Stowell‟s horse, pushing Robert Whittaker 
into 2nd place and  also won 3rd place on his own horse that he broke in and raised. Some of the 
rival horses were worth upwards of a million pounds. 
 
The saying from October‟s issue: 
 
“Where the wind is on Halloween it will be most of the winter” has proved true so far.  
My grandfather used to say: 
 
“You need a doctor, lawyer and preacher once in life, but you need a farmer 3 times a day!” 
 
Another saying I came across recently is: 
 
“Rooks only build nests where there is money”,  
 
Rookeries were considered such a sign of good fortune that farmers used to get children to climb 
trees and build nests to encourage the Rooks to nest on their land. 
 
We wish  our readers a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year! 
 
Told by Jeff Naish, written by Leon Naish. 

Thanks from Edward. 
 
Edward Callow would like to thank all who supported his Quiz in aid of the World Scouts'  
Jamboree, particularly the anonymous donor of £10.  He has acknowledged similar amounts from 
known donors.   The winners were Mr. and Mrs. Hughes, from Buckinghamshire and Sue Rossiter, 
from St. John's, Clevedon. 
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KENN W.I. 
 

At the November meeting of the Kenn W.I. we were         
delighted to welcome Mr. Gingell who came to talk to 
us about chocolate.   
 
He had spent many years working for Fry‟s and  
Cadbury at Keynsham and was able to tell us   
exactly how  chocolate is made and then he  

distributed  examples which he had made himself.   
 
He brought with him some very interesting memorabilia which will eventually form part of a 
museum devoted to chocolate at the Somerdale site. 
 
During the same evening our Annual General Meeting was held.  The reports from the  
Secretary and President showed what an interesting and busy year it had been.       
Mrs, Valerie Cox has decided to retire from the Committee but we are delighted to welcome 
Mary Ashton and Diane Wolf.  Mrs. Marion Hulance will continue as President. 
 
The „Bag a Bra‟‟ appeal has finished.  Altogether three tonnes of bras were collected and 
the Great Western Air Ambulance are able to put the money raised towards the upkeep of 
the new ambulance.  There has also been an appeal for old shoes so we shall probably do 
that one next. 
 
The Annual Flower Demonstration was much enjoyed by all who attended and some very 
happy people went home with beautiful arrangements.  The theme was flower decorating 
since Victorian times and it really was amazing to see how styles have changed over the 
years.   
 
A small Christmas tree came with each arrangement and they have changed dramatically 
too.  There was even a wartime one made from a lampshade and decorated with baubles. 
 
Yatton  W.I. hosted the latest Group Meeting and their theme was Middle Eastern.  The 
competition was entitled „Eastern Promise‟ in any medium,  Our lovely member Edna Baber 
made the superb dancer with her seven veils out of icing  (it is pictured on the front cover ) 
and we were delighted to win first prize.  We are all so proud of her. 
 
 
Kenn is to host the Group Carol Service this year at St. Johns and we look forward to this 
very much. 
 
At the December meeting we will exchange cards and Santa will be there with his sack.  
Members will enjoy a „bring and share‟ supper as they wish each other well for Christmas 
and look forward to another busy year in 2015. 
 
Ann Holtham 
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 At late night worship  
 

we turn up when we like.  
We grab coffee and biscuits and take 
time to focus on Jesus.  
We allow his Spirit to speak to ours as 
we let the loud music engage us.  
There is recorded music and video as 
well as guitar led worship.   With dimmed lighting and tables dotted 
around, we can have space to be ourselves.     We minister to one another 
with prayers and encouraging words. We share what’s on our heart.  We 
leave changed for the better and recharged for the future.  
 
Friday 5th December 8.00pm—9.30pm 

 

 

 

St Nicholas Church,  
Brockley 

 
The Rector and Churchwarden 

welcome everyone to  
 

St Nicholas‟  
Patronal Festival Service on  

 
Sunday 7th December at 

6.15pm. 
 

Everyone Welcome 
 

 

RUBY WEDDING CELEBRATIONS 
 
Many thanks for all the good wishes for 
our 40

th
 Wedding Anniversary last month,  

 
We had a family lunch at the Hall,         
provided by Cheryl at Bowberry Fayre, 
and had a great day.   
 
Where has 40 years gone? and yes Miles 
did get a medal…well it was plastic but he 
has it hung up as a reminder! 
 
A great gathering for Jean, all her family 
there.. all their sons and daughters, her 
great granddaughter Mya  and her sister 
and niece. 
 
It was lovely to see Fred Fenwick outside 
the hall when we arrived, and get a kiss 
and good wishes. 
 
Sheila  and Miles 
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Neighbourhood Watch 
Received 26th November 

 
Crime Report: 
 
During the early morning of 25 November a break occurred 
at a property in Kenn Street, Clevedon.  Access was 
gained into a workshop by forcing the padlock but nothing 
was stolen.   
 
Entry was also made to an insecure garage and a search 
made in fridges/freezers there. a drill was the only item stolen from the  
garage. 
 
At around the same time a neighbouring property at Kenn Street had two sheds 
broken into.  One had been secure and the other insecure.  Nothing was stolen. 
 
J0850 
 
If you have information about any crime, phone the police on 101 or you can call 
anonymously to the independent charity CRIMESTOPPERS 0800 555 111.  For general 
information about Neighbourhood Watch nationally see the www.ourwatch.org.uk 
website. 
 

Further to the Neighbourhood Watch above., 

Geoff and Marion Hulance, of Rorty Crankel 

write: 
 
 
Break in: Garage and Sheds - Kenn Street. 
 
There has been a further break in.  This 
time three properties on 25 November, 
probably around 3am.   
 
On a frosty morning it was clear to see the 
burglar had walked across the lawns and 
climbed over the fences.   
 
Little of value taken.  Some minor damage 
done.   
 
We were impressed by the 101 service, the 
policeman from Nailsea who attended and 
the Scene of Crimes team, who took a pho-
to of a footprint. 

 

 

Post Code Lottery    

 

Gill Taylor reports a ‘scam’ where she received a 

phone call telling her she had won the Post 

Code Lottery—however in order to claim it she 

must send £1,400.00 to an address.  Gill was 

sensible and informed the police!   

 

Regarding the break-ins, I gather that Juliet 

Stowell had locks jemmied off in her farmyard 

although I have not heard what was taken. 

 

Also that on the same night, John Hayden’s 

dog probably saved their home and sheds  from   

intrusion by making a great deal of noise.   

 

 

 

http://www.ourwatch.org.uk
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Exclusive All Saints, Allesley Bellringers Badge 
 

recently, in church,  

I noticed a most unusual badge on Mike Callow’s  lapel  and          

asked him what it was............ 
 
Mike has kindly filled me in .................  

 
“They were produced  in the late 1940‟s by Tom Hastings who 
was, foreman of  the Daimler tool room, from 12 sided 
"threepenny bits".   

They say that you  can tell a good toolmaker by his "foreigners".   

Tom made one for each of the  then Allesley Band and Jim Hayward later had one made from a  
florin by a  local jeweller.   Tom originally came from Painswick, where his father was a member of 
the band which rang a number of long peals of Cinques.  Frank  Pervin called him a "lazy ringer" as 
he rang his first peal at the age of  nine years but did not pursue a peal ringing career.   

In the immediate  post-war years he belonged to the band at St. Michael's, Stoke. He was, however, 
a very sociable person and arranged a number of coach trips to the annual Painswick Feast and 
regaled us with stories of the local cider,  called "midnight sleep".   

He also asked if anyone knew of a pub where you  went downstairs to the bedrooms and upstairs to 
the bar.  It was at Cranham  and was built on a steep slope.   

Apart from myself, I believe that Percy Stone may have been the last person to own one of these 
badges.” 

Wikipedia tells me that:  

Allesley  is a civil parish to the immediate north-west of Coventry, West Midlands, England, about 3 miles (5 km) west of 
Coventry city centre.  

John and Grace  

Wish all friends and neigh-

bours 

a  

Merry Christmas with  

Very Best Wishes and  

Good Health 

for 2015 

 

Bags of  Rock Salt , for use on garden paths, 

are still available from  Bram Rigg  in the   

Church  lay– by ,  near the flagpole      

 

Feel free to help yourselves 

                                                     

Donations to Kenn Pride  are acceptable 
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Book Group 

 
Due to work and family commitments I have missed the last two book groups.  

 
Since the last book group update we have read three books.  On Monday 29th       Sep-

tember we met at The Drum to discuss ‘Saturday’ by Ian McEwan. This story takes 
place over a 24 hour period and chronicles a day in the life of a neurosurgeon.  

 
We admired McEwan’s meticulous research and the twists in the plot. However we 

agreed we could marvel at the writer’s skill without liking the book. 
 

On Monday 27th October the group met again to discuss, ‘Hokkaido Highway Blues’ 
by Will Ferguson. This is about Ferguson’s hitch hiking Journey from South to North 

Japan. He is following the progressive Spring flowering of the Cherry blossom.             
An interesting witty read.  

It did not provide insights into Japanese culture that might have been hoped for. 

 
Last night on the 24th November  we gathered once again to discuss ‘The Woman in 

Black’ by Susan King. We enjoyed this well written book. Discussing the themes of 
loneliness and isolation. It is a ghost story billed as ‘heart stoppingly chilling’  

Maybe we have watch too much telly!  None of us where struck with terror and instead 
read it as a parody of the thriller genre.  

 
The next book group falls on the last Monday in December 2014. This will be between 

Christmas and New Year. We have decided to miss this one out and convene again on 
the last Monday in January.  

 
That will be Monday 26th January 2014.  

     We will discuss Wolf Hall by Hilary Mantel.   
    

Many thanks to Mike and Kelly who make us very welcome at The Drum. 

 
 

Got a band? 
 

Got a relative with a band? 
 

Free to good home. 
 

2 large Skytec amplifiers. 
 

New owner to collect. 
Call -  Bush 01275 873554 

 

 
ARE YOU LOOKING FOR A  

RELIABLE CLEANER? 
 

If  you are then please contact Carly on 
07837 774741.   

Available to work flexible hours.   
Many years’ experience of  domestic 

and commercial cleaning.  
  

Trustworthy and hard working  
 

Recommended by Liz Jaehme 
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Emmanuel Blay RIP     The end of an era.   Call it divine intervention, fate, chance, whatever..... 

 
Thirty years ago, early February, in Dr's office. 
Julia 'Golly Dr, you look tanned, been on holiday?' 
Dr 'No, just back from a month's teaching in Ghana'.    Turned out Dr Roger Harman spent a month every 
year, teaching, unpaid, in hospitals all over the developing world. 
Dr 'I'm really worried about my students, they were so hungry, they were too listless to get up between     
lectures, they just sat about. Ghana is ripe for a revolution.' 
Julia 'Well, if there's anything I can do.'               Dr 'Unlikely, but I'll keep you posted.'  
 
A fortnight later a grainy photo copy of a letter arrived. 
'Dear Dr Harman, if you know anyone who has old children's clothes, please send them, my children cannot 
go to school, Emmanuel Blay'. 
 
I called my Toddler Group friends, searched the airing cupboard, found that 3yds of Laura Ashley floral print 
(2/6 a yard), found enough for a parcel, took advice from a Ghanian student in London on the most secure 
method of postage and we were off.  
A few weeks later I got an air-letter from Mr Blay.  'When I saw the material, I ran to my friend Tailor and told 
him, 'Tailor, make a dress for Genevieve, for her first Communion. When she was in the church, I was so 
proud.'        See, that was what that Laura Ashley print was for all along. 
 
Over the next few years Mr Blay and I wrote to each other. I was halting, how do you write to someone has 
very little, when you have so much. He was overwhelmingly cheerful. He worked in the medical stores in the 
Accra hospital in which Dr Harman taught ('Tales from an African Hospital' Channel 4 ). His writing was 
charming 'Madam, your parking is magnificent'. (What?? Oh, my packing, old baby clothes on the outside, 
school shirts on the inside, safely through the postal system). The first picture he sent was a black and white 
print of five very thin people. 
 
Emmanuel and his wife Christy were devout Catholics, they were blessed with six children, the last two 
bringing the comments 'Oh Madam, this has taken me unawares.' 'Madam, I have taken steps!' 
 
Well, the revolution didn't happen, Ghana became more stable. Later photos were in colour and showed 
healthy, growing children.     Each year the Blays would rent a shamba, a small plot on which to grow    veg-
etables, life could still be precarious. The Blays were from the Ashanti tribe, tall and majestic. My girls were 
two little willows, soon, old clothing was inappropriate and I sent money or school shirts instead. Then farm-
ing went through a bad patch and I asked the people of Kenn to help. Firstly Sunday Club, then at church 
Cake Bakes, recently from Kenn Market. 
Christy and Emmanuel have raised six children to adulthood. The three boys, somehow, through further ed-
ucation, now all working, 'though in jobs not reflecting their education. The three girls have never been out of 
work since leaving school at 15. All of it had to be paid for. 
In turn, we have received the Blay‟s prayers and support, special Masses were said for us and the farmers in 
Kenn during the BSE & Foot and Mouth outbreaks. I have some beautiful pieces of art. Our family lexicon 
has been enriched with sayings like   -   'Oh , I am in the hot waters.' and when things get really tough      
'We are in a fix corner.'    -  Christy, a  marvellous baker in a shop in Accra, died ten years ago. 
Mr Blay went back to work to support the children in the hospital lab, he was hurt in a chemical accident and 
as a diabetic took years to heal. His three eldest children and their families lived with him to support him (no 
Welfare State in Ghana) until he took ill (a stroke I think) in October. 
 
Over the years, things have progressed, about 4 years ago, Mr Blay got a mobile phone*, he would call me 
to say the money had arrived, and to ask after the health of myself and 'Daddy Tim'. Now I email his eldest 
son Denis, what used to take days now takes seconds. 
It's been great...........Thank you to everyone who has faithfully supported the Blays over the years. 
 
Julia Bush 
 
* Christian Aid says the advent of the mobile phone has been the greatest recent development in Africa. 
There are more mobs in Africa than in Northern Europe. 
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KENN PARISH COUNCIL 
 
Another month has gone by and at last the Defib is installed and we have had training at the hall, 
we had several members of staff from the business park companies, who have gone away talking 
about getting another on there and joining together, how wonderful that is. 
 
The planters will be planted up, but the weather has been so mild they still have flowers in them, 
shame to pull them out. 
 
Following 2 accidents at the junction of Manmoor Lane and Davis Lane last month, North Somerset 
were persuaded that it was now imperative that signs were replaced NOW, and lo and behold they 
were, firstly with temporary signs and now with new ones, we still need markings on the road too, 
but we have requested that as well. 
 
Our next meeting is on December 1

st
, all welcome as usual, I have been asked just what we have 

achieved in this term of office, there have been many things, all in the minutes, but we shall  
endeavour to answer this and any other concerns at this meeting. We work behind the scenes to 
get things done as well as discussing at meetings, sometimes we are thwarted by higher powers 
not performing as we would like, but we live in a  ” no budget for that time……” and as much as we 
think Kenn is the most important place in the County, sadly others do not. 
 
Hope to see many of you at the next meeting. 
 
It may seem early to be wishing you all a  Peaceful Merry Christmas, but the next mag goes out  
after the day, so may you all have a great time. 
 
Kind regards 
Sheila 
Chairperson.. 
 

INVITATION 

 

An open invitation to all villagers but especially to the few disgruntled individuals who 

moan, groan and sometimes abuse Councillors. (sad, but true)! 

Please attend the next Parish Council Meeting and air your views in public and to the   

Parish Council as a whole. 

Do not expect our Parish Council to over-ride the decisions and authority of North Somerset 

County Council but let our Councillors decide democratically whether or not to support your 

grievance (s). 

It maybe that, historically, individual Parish Council members made decisions/promises on 

behalf of their acquaintances without discussing the matter at a Parish Council meeting. 

This is, thankfully and rightly, no longer the case. 

Please remember that all our Councillors are volunteers with the best interests of the  

village as a whole at heart and not to give preferential treatment to individuals or 

'pressure groups'! 

Should you not be prepared to 'go public' then get your opinions/grievances published in 

News & Views and see what response you get!    You have nothing to lose! 

 

Friends of Kenn Parish Council. 
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